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3rd International Folk Music Film Festival —Nepal 2013

Festival Dedications 2013
Professor Amy Catlin-Jairazbhoy
Amy Catlin-Jairazbhoy is a Professor of Ethnomusicology at UCLA and
affiliated professor at the University of Visual and Performing Arts in
Colombo, Sri Lanka. She is a classically trained singer and pianist who
studied and taught at the Peabody Conservatory in the 1960's. Amy was
alerted to a need for better inter cultural relations in the world by her
country’s involvement in the Vietnam War and she realised that, for her,
music was the most practical way to get involved. Her PhD studies
incorporated Ethnomusicology and Anthropology.
For more than 30 years Amy has studied classical and folk music in India
and also performs there on radio, in concerts, schools and orphanages etc.
Her repertoire includes both Western classical and Indian-influenced
contemporary music. She curated and performed in "Mystic Voices: Music
of Devotion in Islam and Hinduism" for the first World Festival of Sacred
Music in Los Angeles in 1999. Her working life is wholly dedicated to
music scholarship, field research and documentation, usually for the
benefit of disadvantaged social groups.
Amy Catlin Jairazbhoy's applied research includes projects with
Cambodian and Laotian Hmong, American refugees and she also
collaborated with her late husband, the ethnomusicologist Nazir Ali
Jairazbhoy (a student of Arnold A. Bake), on many pieces of research
including A Bake Restudy in India: 1938-1984 and two video
documentaries on Sidis: From Africa to India: Sidi Music in the Indian
Ocean Diaspora. Amy has continued to work with the Sidi Goma group
and she arranged their first tour outside India, to UK, in 2002. The
Jairazbhoys also helped set up the Archives and Research Centre for
Ethnomusicology in New Delhi in 1984, and co-founded their company
Apsara Media for Intercultural Education in 1991."
There are so many more aspects of Amy's academic and social work
worthy of mention if space were not so restricted. Her latest ethnographic
"DVD, Music for a Goddess, concerns music's role of children and adults,
dedicated to the goddess Renuka-Yellamma."
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Professor Tomoaki Fujii (born 1932)
Throughout his long and productive career, Professor Fujii
has contributed enormously to the documentation,
preservation and promotion of traditional music cultures. His
research began in Afghanistan in 1968, more than 45yrs ago
and he has continued to devote his life's work to many diverse
music cultures including those of Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan,
Pakistan, China, Laos, Iran, Turkey and India. Professor Fujii
is currently director at the International Institute for Cultural
Studies (IICS) in Nagoya, Japan.
His published writings and audio and visual recordings are far
too numerous to list individually but he is probably best
known as the general editor of extensive video anthologies.
These include: Anthologies of World Music (1988, 30
volumes); New Audiovisual Anthologies of World Music
(1995, 30 volumes); Audiovisual Anthology of Performing
Arts among 55 Chinese Minority Groups (1997, 40
volumes).These recordings have been standard teaching tools
at colleges around the world, especially since the English
language version was released in collaboration with the
Smithsonian/Folkways, as The JVC Video Anthology of
World Music and Dance; it presents examples of the diversity
of musical and dance forms practised today throughout the
world.
Professor Fujii also served as the general editor for the 10volume Anthology of Writings in Ethnomusicology (1990,
Tokyo: Tokyo Shoseki). As chief ethnomusicologist at the
National Museum of Ethnology, he organised many research
groups and encouraged young scholars. The anthology
reflects the wide network he built over the years. He has also
organised large scale music festivals in Japan, and is known
as a translator of Anthropology of Music by Alan Merriam
(1964), into Japanese.
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Master Mitrasen Thapa Magar (1895 -1946)
The original family home of Master Mitrasen is Western
Nepal but he was born and raised in Dharamsala, India after
his father retired from the army and settled there. Mitrasen
also joined the army at age 16 but was horrified by the
brutality of war and resigned in 1920 after a tour of duty in
Africa and Europe. After leaving the army, he wrote songs
about army life and one song is still an anthem among
servicemen. Mitrasen devoted the rest of his life to social
work and promoting Nepali folk culture. He always cared
about the quality of Nepali society and most of his works are
dedicated to the people. His themes included the uplifting of
women and the importance of simple living and he spread, in
Nepali, the messages of Gautam Buddha, Bhagvad Gita and
Mahabaharata for the ordinary folk of Nepal to understand.
He was the first singer to record songs in the Nepali language;
97 songs in total. Some of the most popular ones are: Lahure
ko relimai fashainai ramro, Dhaan ko baalaa jhulyo hajur
dashain ramailo and Malai khutrukkai paryo jethan timro
bahini but Mitrasen was not only a singer/songwriter but also
a renowned dramatist, storyteller, novelist, essayist, poet, and
folklorist and used humour, drama, singing and dance to
communicate his messages. His works have made him
'Master' Mitrasen and remain immortal. He is the only
Gorkha who has been commemorated on a postage stamp by
both India and Nepal.
A modest museum has been established in Dharamsala to
house his works and all the possessions of his all too short life
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Profiles of Judges 2013
Anjali Monteiro and K.P. Jayasankar
Anjali Monteiro and K. P. Jayasankar are both
Professors at the Centre for Media and Cultural Studies,
Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, India. Both
are involved in media production, teaching and
research. Between them they have produced, scripted,
edited and directed over 35
documentary films that have
won 22 awards including the
Prix Futura Berlin 1995, Asia
Prize for Identity and Best
Documentary Award at the
Three
Continents
International
Festival
of
Documentaries, Venezuela.
Their work has been screened
widely, at film festivals, on national and international
television and at Universities and institutions
worldwide. They are both recipients of the Howard
Thomas Memorial Fellowship in Media Studies, and
have been attached to Goldsmith’s College, London,
and the University of Western Sydney. Vibgyor Film
Festival, Kerala and Bangalore Film Society organised
retrospectives of their work in 2006 and 2010
respectively. Anjali and K.P. are self-taught film
makers who met while Anjali was working on her first
documentary in 1986. Three years later they married
and “since then, we do everything together,” says K.P.
Jayasankar happily.
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Jayanandan Lama
Jayanandan Lama's life is steeped in Nepali culture, particularly
music culture. He is a multi-talented and highly respected, teacher,
author, musician, singer, composer, actor, lyricist, performer,
dancer, film director and producer To date he has appeared in at
least 37 National and foreign
films and TV serials, has released
11 albums of folk songs,
published 2 books on music and
musical notation research and
has directed and produced 5
feature films. Jayanandan served
16 years as an 'A' graded artist in
the Royal Nepal Academy and
currently teaches music at 2
colleges while also appearing in a
'Nepal Television' serial. During his career he has visited the USA and
13 European and Asian countries for music cultural programmes and
research following Royal directives for enhancement of Nepali music
culture and film supported by the Royal Nepal Academy and the
Cultural Committee of Nepal. His dedicated research into authentic
Pingul (traditional Nepali music notation) spans 25 years with many
and varied ethnic music cultures gathering information, passed
down over centuries, from almost as far back as Vedic times. He has
thus saved Pingul from immanent extinction and furthermore has
succeeded in reintroducing it into the school curriculum. All Nepali
Musicians have a deep respect and gratitude for this work.
Jayanandan has been the recipient of numerous awards for his great
service to Nepali music culture including 2 lifetime achievement
awards.
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Viram Jasani
Raised in UK, Viram Jasani, is a Kenyan-born
accomplished Indian Sitar and tabla composer and
musician who studied briefly
under Ustad Vilayat Khan and
Ustad Imrat Khan, two of
India's foremost masters of the
sitar. He also studied with the
great tabla maestro Ustad Latif
Ahmed Khan, with whom he
gave many recitals in Europe
and in India. He played tabla
on the classic début album of
Led Zeppelin (Led Zeppelin
I). Viram has post graduate
degrees from the University of St Andrews and from
SOAS, University of London, where he specialised on
North Indian music and is presently a research fellow.
Since 1991 Viram has been Chairman and leading light
of the Internationally acclaimed Asian Music Circuit
based in its Museum in Acton, London which features
permanent displays of Asian musical instruments and
temporary exhibitions focusing on different Asian
countries and regions. AMC boasts an extensive and
very important audio-visual archive and also produces
its own Asian music documentary films. Touring is one
of the main activities of the AMC and most prominent
Asian performers have worked with them, including the
late Pandit Ravi Shankar, Anuradha Paudwal, Pandit
Hariprasad Chaurasia and many many more.
7

Short synopses of Films in Screening
Sequence
22nd November 2013/7 Mangsir 2070.
Dedication- Amy Catlin- Jairazbhoy

Opening Ceremony

1st Show
'In the Heart of the Moon' (2005) Duration 15'
'Music for a Goddess' (2007) Duration 72'
2nd Show
'Jhankar' (2013) Duration 5'
'Larrikin Lad' (2012)Duration 53'
3rd Show
'Luathadh' (Waulking the Cloth) (2008) Duration 4'

'Margalida Mirando' (Margalida Watching) (2005) Duration 1.5'

'Break Blues' (2012) Duration 49'
4th Show

'Lalitpur Mahotsava' (festival) (2013) Duration 9'
'Return of Nightingales' (2013)
5th Show
'Bali Dance Tradition' (2010) Duration 20'
'Folk Music of Himalaya 2' (2007) Duration 56'
23rd Nov 2013/8 Mangsir 2070.
Dedication- Professor Tomoaki Fujii

1st Show
'Mappalili' (2012) Duration 15'

'From Africa to India:
Sidi Music in the Indian Ocean Diaspora' (2006) Duration 74'

2nd Show
'Chari Laija Samachar' (2013) Duration 6'
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'Folk Secrets Music Project - Vayali Bamboo Band' (2013)
Duration 4'

'Mari Lwyd'(2013) Duration 14'
'Maranao Culture at Home and in Diaspora' Duration 34'
3rd Show
'Drum Making in Nepal' (1986) Duration 19'

'Gaine, Wandering Minstrels in Himalaya' (1985)Duration 15'

'Folk Melodies of Panchai Baja' (2007) Duration 56'
4th Show
'Always for Pleasure' (1978) Duration 58'
5th Show
'Doha Git' (song) (2013)
'Brandy Cove' (2013) Duration 58'
'Traditional Manufacture of the
Duration 18'

Nepali Murchungaa' (2013)

'A morning over Dorzé ' (2012)Duration 11'
24th Nov 2013/ 9 Mangsir 2070.
Dedication- Master Mitra Sen

1st Show
'Master Mitra Sen' (2006) Duration 12'

'Women and Song: A Musical Portrait of 1980s Nepal' (2013)
Duration 7'
'The Sidi Malunga Project:
Rejuvenating the African Musical Bow in India' (2004) Duration 42'

2nd Show
'Son Buenas' Duration 8'
'Miremire Aakha' (2013)Duration 12 '
'The Lure of the Murchungaa' (2013) Duration 42'
14.00 - 17.00

Concert and Award ceremony
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Opening Ceremony
1st Show
'In the Heart of the Moon' (2005)Duration 15'

Documentary about the Grammy award-winning,
first album of duets between the late great Ali
Farka Touré & Toumani Diabaté.
Screened with kind permission from Seb Mann,
World Circuit Records
Music Culture: Malian

Producer: World circuit Ltd
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'Music for a Goddess' (2007) Duration 72'

Documentary tribute to the sacred music, dance and
rituals of Dalit devidasis and devidasas - women and
men dedicated to the goddess Renuka/Yellamma in
India’s Deccan, especially Southern Maharashtra. The
72-minute narrative film in fictive documentary style is
in the fictive 'voice' of the Goddess beginning with
"The Autobiography of a Goddess" and ending with her
imagined commentary. Other scenes are narrated by
her divine son Parasuram and the translated voiceover of jogti Shantabai, the film's main character. The
DVD's modular structure facilitates educational and
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selective study, consisting of 16 Scenes within 5 Acts:
1: Background, 2: Music, 3: Rituals, 4: Lives, and 5:
Change. Special emphasis is given to the unique
variable-tension string instrument, chondke, the iconic
instrument for this goddess. By emphasizing the
musical accomplishments of jogtis and jogtas, the DVD
is intended to balance the negative coverage that the
tradition typically receives in media and society,
without recognition of its impressive musical heritage,
and to advocate for recognition of singers of "Songs of
Protest from Within the Tradition" and continuation of
rare pan-Indian musical elements especially among
Dalit minorities.

Music Culture: Indian
Directors, Camerapersons and writers: Amy CatlinJairazbhoy, with Nazir Ali Jairazbhoy
Producer: Apsara Media for Intercultural Education
Original film language: English
Filmmaker's country: USA
Competition film
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2nd Show
'Jhankar' (2013) Duration 5'

In Jharkhand one of the most popular festivals of the
adibasi people is KARMA. In this festival the adibasi
people pray before the God of Nature for the
betterment of society. The song is about a pet bird,
which is missing from his cage. The singer is praying for
the return of her pet bird. These pictures were taken
between 2011 and 2013 in Palanu District, Daltanganj.
Singer – Sarita, Song – Nagpuri, Dance – Jhumar
Music Culture: Indian
Director, Cameraman & Producer: Saikat Chattopadhya
Filmmaker's country: India
Competition film
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'Larrikin Lad' (2012) Duration 53'

When people meet Warren Fahey they often recognise him as
'that music man'. Warren is a 'larrikin lad' who brought world
music to Australia and Australian music to the world. As one of
our foremost cultural historians, specialising in folklore, Warren
Fahey sees himself as a 'recycling unit' and interpreter who
makes relevant what has gone. From humble beginnings in the
1950s when he scoured the Australian countryside for interesting
stories, tape recorder in hand, to the lofty highs of running
multiple record labels, Warren Fahey is a powerhouse- folklore
collector, cultural historian, author, writer, broadcaster, record
producer, songwriter, raconteur and performer.

Music Culture: Australian
Directors: Rebel Penfold-Russel & Pat Fiske
Camerapersons: Pat Fiske, Adam Bayliss, John Whitteron, John
Brock & Rebel Penfold- Russel
Editors: Laura Zusters & Lindi Harrison
Producers: Adam Bayliss & Rebel Penfold-Russel
Filmmaker's country: Australia
Original Film Language: English
Competition Film
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3rd Show
'Luathadh' (Waulking the Cloth) (2008)
Duration 4'

Documetary film following the traditional processes of
collecting, dyeing, spinning and weaving. The story of
wool from the sheep's back to the finished cloth using
traditional methods and accompanied by traditional
Gaelic Waulking songs.
Music Culture: Scottish

Director, Cameraperson, Writer & Producer: Helen
Graham
Filmmaker's country: Scotland, UK

Original Film Language: Gaelic (Scottish)
Competition Film
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'Margalida Mirando' (Margalida Watching) (2005)
Duration 1.5'

Micro Documentary film following a Mallorcan family
through the day during a traditional Matanza (pig
killing) with a traditional Mallorcan song as the
soundtrack. A young girl,Margalida, watches the
killing and thinks her own thoughts.
Music Culture: Mallorcan

Director, Cameraperson, Writer & Producer: Helen
Graham
Filmmaker's country: Scotland, UK

Original Film Language: Mallorcan (Catalan)
Competition Film
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'Break Blues' (2012) Duration 49'

The blues is a wandering music and from the very beginning
it has been a music of labour and true life. A music moving
along with the possibility of finding a job in a time of
depression. A music which documented the hard work of
those who, demeaning their body, never betrayed their soul. A
profane and religious song, based on a couple of chords but
also on constellations of improvisation: the devil's as well as
the angel's blues. This film is a document to the very real
possibility of the exchange of musical experiences between
USA and Italy.
Music Culture: Italy/USA

Directors & Writers: Maria Asunta Karina and Francesco Paulo Paladino
Camerapersons: Maria Asunta Karina, Francesco Paulo Paladino, Gianluigi
Ruzzenenti
Luka Moncaleano & Carlo Gariboldi
Editors: Francesco Paulo Paladino & Luka Moncaleano
Screenplay: Collettivo Monkapa
Producer: Fedro Coop, A Monkapa Production, Deep Roll and KMA
Production.
Filmmaker's country: Italy
Original Film Languages: English and Italian
Competition Film
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4th Show
'Lalitpur Mahotsava' (festival) (2013) Duration 9'

Patan, Lalitpur has Nepal's largest community of artisans, especially
metal and wood workers but in modern times, Lalitpur is changing
and local professions are changing. Local people are aware of a
pressing need to preserve their heritage and festivals.
The new Lalitpur Festival, this year, was designed to preserve
historical traditions and to revive some that are no longer practised
for the benefit and education of future generations. Displays of the
rich tangible and intangible cultural heritage including music and
dance and traditional crafts from 77 communities where brought
together in Lalitpur's city for seven days of carnival and festival.
Music Culture: Nepali

Director & Producer: Nanda Sharma
Cameraperson: Homenath Sharma
Filmaker's country: Nepal

Original Film Languages: Nepali
Competition Film
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'Return of Nightingales' (2013)

In 2010 Afghan-Australian musicologist Dr Ahmad
Sarmast inaugurated a new co-educational vocational
music school in Kabul, the Afghanistan National
Institute of Music (ANIM). When he was a PostDoctoral Fellow at Monash Asia Institute, Australia, he
had established the Revival of Afghan Music (ROAM)
project and, with generous funding from the World
Bank and many other sources, has been able to
implement the project, by inaugurating (ANIM) which
teaches Afghan, Indian and Western music in Kabul.
The Society for Education, Music and Psychology
Research (SEMPRE) takes a keen interest in ANIM and
invited John Baily to visit Kabul in October 2011 as
their Special Ambassador, knowing that he had worked
on Afghan music for nearly 40 years. This was an
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informal visit over a period of twelve days in which he
had free run of the Institute, and visited many classes,
small group rehearsals, orchestral rehearsals and nonmusic classes. John took a camcorder with him and
filmed five hours of these activities.
ANIM has an international staff each member of which
has an Afghan counterpart, who acts as interpreter
and co-teacher; and is expected to take over the
teaching in due course.
There were, at the time of the visit, 140 pupils. Some
of which are from AFCECO (Afghanistan Children
Education and Care Organisation), an orphanage that
has its own music programme and some from “street
children” families., who are helped by ALOCHA. As
well as the study of music ANIM pupils take the normal
school curriculum. ANIM currently employs 35
teachers, 10 for general education and 25 for music.
Music Culture: Afghan, Indian and Western music
Filmed by: John Baily
Editors: John Baily & Evangelos Himonides
Producer: Afghan Music Unit, Goldsmiths, London
Original film language: English and Dari
Filmmaker's country: UK
Invited film
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5th Show
'Bali Dance Tradition' (2010) Duration 20'

Traditional Balinese dances are the oldest form of
performing arts in Bali. They can be divided into two types,
sacred dances called Wali and entertainment dances called
Bebalihan. Wali (sacred dance) is usually performed only in
some ritual ceremonies because it has magical powers and
can only be performed by specific dancers. Bebalihan are
usually performed at social events. In addition to
entertainment, Bebalihan also has other uses such as
welcoming guests, celebration of harvests or gathering
crowds. Bebalihan has more variations than Wali.
Music Culture: Balinese
Compiled by Sanda Michaela Foisoreanu
Filmaker's counry: Romania
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'FOLK MUSIC OF HIMALAYA 2'(2007) DURATION 56'

This DVD includes ten typical Nepali folk songs,
hymns and/or music tracks.
Music Culture: Nepali
Director: Ram Prasad Kadel
Cameraperson: Yadav Batterai
Editor: Sudip Thapa
Produced by: Music Museum of Nepal
Filmmakers country: Nepal
Original Film language: Nepali
Non-competition film
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23rd Nov 2013/8 Mangsir 2070.
Dedication- Professor Tomoaki Fujii

1st Show
'Mappalili' (2012) Duration 15'

The Rice Planting Ritual of the Bissus, filmed in
Segeri, Sulawesi, Indonesia in November
2011
Music Culture: Indonesian
Presented by: Collection Petites Planets
Images, Edit & Mix: Vincent Moon
Sounds: Muhammad Ilham Ramadhana
Produced by: Vincent Moon, Muhammad Ilham
Ramadhana & Keluarga Syam
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'From Africa to India:
Sidi Music in the Indian Ocean Diaspora' (2006) Duration 74'

"This documentary of the history, music, and religion
of the Sidis is the latest in a series of educational
videos by Amy Catlin-Jairazbhoy and Nazir Ali
Jairazbhoy. Although Sidi people are diverse and their
specific historical origins varied, “Sidi” remains a
common term in the Indian subcontinent for all people
believed to be of African descent. Some Sidi musical
and ritual terminology can be traced to Swahili; other
terms derive from Arabic. The video commences with a
narrative of Sidi history, illustrated with paintings and
maps, and interspersed with maritime clips. The video
proceeds from Uttara Kannada in the Deccan, where
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Hindu, Christian, and Muslim Sidis use music in their
various educational, social, and religious practices, to
Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, where Muslim Sidis are
descendants of a regiment known as the “African
Cavalry Guards.” The bulk of the video centers on Sidis
of Western India.
The patron saint of Muslim Sidis of Gujarat, Bombay,
and some other regions is Gori Pir (or Baba Gor),
whose emblematic instrument is the musical bow
(malunga), a prototypically “African” musical
instrument" From a review by Prof. Richard K. Wolf,
Harvard University.
Music Culture: Sidi (African Indians)

Directors, Camerapersons and writers: Amy Catlin-Jairazbhoy, with
Nazir Ali Jairazbhoy
Producer: Apsara Media for Intercultural Education with research
funded by American Institute of Indian Studies Senior Fellowship.
Original film language: English, Urdu and Gujarati.
Filmmaker's country: USA
Competition film
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2nd Show
'Chari Laija Samachar' (2013) Duration 6'

This contemporary folk song was written in
response to a very recent disaster in Far West
Nepal. About 10 years previously, a dam had
been built, on an Indian tributary which flows into
the Mahakali River in Nepal. Earlier this year the
water level behind the dam rose much higher
than usual and the Indian authorities opened the
dam, without warning, in order to save their
hydroelectric project. As a result the Mahakali
River very quickly flooded its banks and homes
and district offices in Darchula on the Nepali side
were washed away. The rescue effort was
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inadequate and too late and sadly lives were lost.
Strong defences on the Indian side of the river
protected India from disaster.
Mankind has long had a close relationship with
birds and cultures worldwide have relied upon
birds to carry messages particularly at times of
flood. The words of this song tell of the people
asking birds to carry the news of their pain to all
people of Nepal. They believe that, so called,
responsible government officers had little
concern for the flood victims and even delayed
the rescue effort while arguing with each other
because each group was hoping to take some
personal profit from the rescue fund. The song is
dedicated to the victims of this flood.

Music Culture: Nepali
Director and Producer: Anjan Babu Sharma
Cameraperson: Rajendra Thapa
Original Film Language: Nepali
Filmmaker's country: Nepal
Competition film
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'Folk Secrets Music Project –
Vayali Bamboo Band' (2013)

Duration 4'

Folk Secrets music project rediscovers amazing folk bands.
Vayali Bamboo Band with all instruments made of bamboo
comes from a small village in Kerala, India. Vayali is
registered a non-profit group and consists of a group of young
people, engaged in preserving their folk roots.
Most of the band members are daily wage earners.
Carpenters, painters, odd jobs etc.
But those jobs are for the day. When the sun sets and night
covers their village, they come back to their music. Back in
their village, they are masters of the bamboo band and owners
of a rich folk heritage. The bamboo band's performance
extends far into the night. There are many songs, many tunes
and many stories.
Music Culture: Indian
A Film by: Nitin Das
Filmmaker's country: India
Non-competition film
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'Mari Lwyd'(2013) Duration 14'

The Mari Lwyd is an ancient mid-winter custom unique
to Wales. trac: Music traditions Wales commissioned a
project to take the Mari Lwyd around schools and teach
children about the history of the custom, the songs
and, of course, the decorating of the horse's skull.
This film gives a brief overview of the tradition through
the perspective of trac's educational project.
Music Culture: Welsh
Director: Craig Chapman
Cameraperson: Craig Chapman
Writers: Craig Chapman & Angharad Jenkins
Producer: Chappers Media
Original film languages: English and Welsh
Filmmaker's country: Wales UK

Competition film
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'Maranao Culture at Home and in Diaspora'
Duration 34'

This film portrays the traditional culture (with a special
focus on music) of the Maranao people on Mindanao
Island in the southern Philippines. The description in
the epic Darangen serves as a guide through its rich
heritage. The film also shows how traditional culture
has changed in the diasporic community on Luzon
Island, more than 1000 miles from Mindanao.
Music Culture: Filipino
Directors: Terada Yoshitaka, Usopay Cadar
Cameraperson: Imoto Kiyokazu
Writers: Terada Yoshitaka, Usopay Cadar
Producer: National museum of Ethnology, Japan
Original film language: English
Filmmaker's country: Japan

Competition film

30

3rd Show
'Drum Making in Nepal' (1986) Duration 19'

This film documents the process of making a maadal, the
most frequently played drum in Nepal. It shows how a log is
hollowed out using waterwheel power, how the water
buffalo's skin is attached to the body of the drum and how
tuning paste is applied to the drumhead. The film also
includes a short performance of the instrument.
Music Culture: Nepali
Director: Professor Fujii Tomoaki
Writer/s: Ueno Hiroka
Camerapersons: Nagatani Koji & Kori Masahiro
Sound: Inomoto Kiyokazu
Production Manager: Shimada Yasuo
Producer: National Museum of Ethnology
Original film language: Nepali
Filmmaker's country: Japan

Invited Film
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'Gaine, Wandering Minstrels in Himalaya' (1985) Duration 15'

The film, shot near Pokhara documents the activities of a
caste of musicians, called Gaine in Nepal, who sing about
epic stories and daily events. The male singer accompanies
himself on sarangi, the bowed string instrument of the
Gaine. The film also features Teej, a festival observed by
women for the well-being of their husbands, where
traditional dances by women are performed as a centre of
attraction.
Music Culture: Nepali
Director: Professor Fujii Tomoaki
Writer/s: Ueno Hiroka
Camerapersons: Nagatani Koji & Kori Masahiro
Sound: Inomoto Kiyokazu
Production Manager: Shimada Yasuo
Producer: National Museum of Ethnology
Original film language: Nepali
Filmmaker's country: Japan
Invited Film
32

'Folk Melodies of Panchai Baja' (2007) Duration 56'

Recordings of nine Panchai Baajaa melodies were
made in 2006 by Music Museum of Nepal in Gajuri,
Dhading District with the support of the Culture
Ministry of Nepal.
Our ancestors described all matter as being composed
of five tattowa (elements) namely earth, water, fire air
and sky. Music is related to the sky element, and so
music therapy and healing are very perfect ways to help
maintain the balance of elements in our body. The
Panchai Baajaa is a very special set of seven
instruments that represent all five elements. The
Tyaamko represents earth, the Damaahaa represents
water, the Jhurummaa represents fire, the Dholaki
represent air and the Sahane, Narasingaa and Karnaal
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represent the sky element. Panchai Baajaa music is
played before any ritual in Nepal and the healing
melodies give all participants a feeling of well-being so
that they are happy and joyful to celebrate nicely.

Music culture: Nepali
Director: Ram Prasad Kadel
Cameraman: Devendra Giri (Hurhur), Assistant
cameraman: Abi Gajurel,
Reasearch: Kapil Dev Nepali, Nanda Sharma & Padam
Gurung
Produced by: Music Museum of Nepal
Original film Language: Nepali
Filmmaker's country: Nepal
Non-competition film
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4th Show
'Always for Pleasure' (1978) Duration 58'

'Always for Pleasure' is a documentary film which brings the
heart and soul of New Orleans to the screen. The city was
Les Blank's home for many years and this film shows us
Mardi Gras Indians, lively second-line parades, crawfish boils
and jazz funerals as well as fantastic music by legendary
performers such as Professor Longhair, Allen Toussaint, Irma
Thomas, and the Neville Brothers. It is a fantastic celebration
of what New Orleans does best, is one of Les' special masterworks and also one of his most beloved films.
Music Culture: Mardi Gras, New Orleans, USA
Director, Cameraman, Editor & Producer: Les Blank
Sound: Maureen Gosling
Studio: Flower Films
Original film language: English

Filmmakers Country. USA
Invited film
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5th Show
'Doha Git' (song) (2013)

Dohas are a particular genre of songs believed to
have been introduced in Dhading District, Nepal
by Mahasiddhas as early as the 8th Century.
Mahasiddhas or great saints were spiritually
enlightened persons who tended not to conform
to established cultural norms. They could be male
or female and from any caste and helped others
towards enlightenment while maintaining a
simple life. They taught, through the words of
Doha Songs, that all people are equal before God
and that their deeds are more important than
their caste. They also taught about the universe,
religious ways, nature, the gods and personal
responsibility with a great emphasis on love and
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harmonious relationships. The songs are never
personal but embrace all beings.
People have been continually singing Doha in
Dhading District over many centuries and some
songs take many days to complete during
festivals. The last two surviving Doha singers in
Dhading, Goupur Tamang (93 years) and Kaili
Biswokarma (77 years) have been singing since
childhood and this year their exceptional
contribution to society was recognized and
recorded at a special cultural award programme
in Dhading District.

Music culture: Nepali
Director and Producer: Govinda Bandhari
Cameraperson: Homenath Sharma
Original film language: Nepali
Filmmaker's country: Nepal
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'Brandy Cove' (2013) Duration 58'

A music video made to accompany the release of DnA:
Delyth & Angharad Jenkins' new album, 'Adnabod'
(fflach : trad label). The film was shot early one May
morning as the sun was rising at Brandy Cove on the
Gower Peninsular (South Wales, UK). Music composed
and arranged by Delyth and Angharad Jenkins whose
house is just around the corner.

Music Culture: Welsh
Director: Craig Chapman
Cameraperson: Rhys J. Cox
Writer: Angharad Jenkins
Producer: Chappers Media
Original film language: English and Welsh
Filmmaker's country: Wales UK
Competition film
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'Traditional Manufacture of the Nepali Murchungaa' (2013)

Duration 18'

It is a rare privilege to witness Enoch making a Nepali
muchungaa in the traditional way of his Forefathers.
The tiny house stands alone surrounded by small fields
in the village of Sanagau in Lalitpur District. Enoch, his
wife and 3 teenage children live in this one poor room
but all is clean and tidy. To one side of the house is a
lean-to building, which is the smithy. The furnace is
simply a heap of charcoal and Enoch soon has it alight.
He sits cross-legged with no safety protection at all and
even moves hot coals with his bare hands. When the
39

new instrument is ready for Enoch to play, its note is
metered as a perfect middle C and we hear powerful
and evocative music. From early childhood Enoch
learned the skill of murchungaa making and playing
from his father and grandfather and they from their
forefathers. His given name is Sher Bahadur Rasaili and
he belongs to the Kami or ironsmiths’ caste of Nepal.
His skilful craft is now purely used for making musical
instruments.

Music Culture: Nepali
Director: Ram Prasad Kadel
Cameraman and Editor: Homenath Bhandari
Producer: Music Museum of Nepal
Original film language: Nepali with English sub-titles
Film Makers country: Nepal
Non-competition film
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'A morning over Dorzé ' (2012) Duration 11'

A documentary of Polyphonic singing with the
people from a Dorzé village, southern Ethiopia.
Music Culture: Ethiopian
Images, Sound & Edit: Vincent Moon
Mix by: Florent Picallet
Produced by: Vincent Moon
Presented by: Petites Planets
Original Film Language: Dorze people speak an Omotic
language also known as Dorze.
Filmmaker's country: France
41

24th Nov 2013/ 9 Mangsir 2070.
Dedication- Master Mitra Sen

1st Show
'Master Mitra Sen' (2006) Duration 12'
A documentary film about the life of Master Mitrasen
featuring one of his recordings.
Master Mitrasen Thapa Magar
(1895 – 1946) was born in
Bhagsu Cantonment, India but
his family home was in Rakhu
Pula, Parvat District, Nepal.
He was the first Nepali folk
singer to be recorded and
published on gramophone
records. He wished to educate
Nepali society through folk
music and travelled with his
harmonium to different part of
Nepal and in India wherever there was a Nepali village. His
folk songs became very popular with Nepalese people and in
total he recorded 97 Nepali songs and melodies. Mitrasen was
also a renowned dramatist, storyteller, novelist, essayist, poet,
and folklorist. His works have made him 'Master' Mitrasen
and remain immortal.
Music culture: Nepali
Director: Yadav Batterai
Cameraman: Devendra Giri (Hurhur)
Writer: Ram Prasad Kadel
Produced by: Music museum of Nepal
Original film language: Nepali

Filmmaker's country: Nepal
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'Women and Song:
A Musical Portrait of 1980s Nepal' (2013) Duration 7'

My quick-time movie has been created from
photographs and sound recordings made in Nepal
between 1984 and 1992. It celebrates women's life and
music, with sections focusing on marriage and homelife, work, and festivals, worship and celebration. These
sections are punctuated by 'portrait galleries', depicting
women at four stages of life, from young girl to elderly
woman. The soundtrack includes examples of a range
of musical genres, including folk-song and asare git,
rateuli and tij songs and sacred music sung by
mangalini ritual singers.
Music Culture: Nepali
Director, Writer & Cameraperson: Carol Tingey
Producer: Emmi Tingey
Filmmaker's Country: England
non-competition film
43

'The Sidi Malunga Project:
Rejuvenating the African Musical Bow in India'
Duration 42'

(2004)

This documentary chronicles a one-week
Malunga training camp at Desert Coursers
NatureResort in Zainabad, Gujurat in February
2003 with the collaboration of Indian
NationalTheatre, Mumbai.
Prior research by the Jairazbhoys had revealed
that fewer than ten Sidi (African Indians) could
still play the instrument, all of them elderly. The
purpose of the camp was to bringtogether some
of these elders to teach the basic techniques of
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Malunga construction and performance to
sixteen Sidi youths, selected from different parts
of Gujarat.Scenes include:
assembling sixteen
Malunga bows especially made for the camp
group instruction in playing techniques with
singing and dancing worship at a Sufi shrine in
natural context
spontaneous comic disco
dancing brief excerpts from the final costumed
Sidi performances
interviews with the
studentsThe video concludes with a return with a
return to Gujarat one year later to evaluate the
impact of the camp on the participants.
Music Culture: Sidi (African Indians)
Directors, Camerapersons & writers: Amy Catlin-Jairazbhoy,
with Nazir Ali Jairazbhoy
Producer: Apsara Media for Intercultural Education with
research funded by American Institute of Indian Studies
Senior Fellowship.
Original film language: English, Urdu and Gujarati.
Filmmaker's country: USA
Competition film

45

2nd Show
'Son Buenas' Duration 8'

Promotional video of
'Son Buenas' showing the
Argentinian music band 'Tengo Pal Truco' recording their
2nd CD which comprises 15 pieces of Argentinian music:
tango, new tango, folk music and contemporary folk
music.

Music Culture: Argentinian
Director & Cameraperson, Carlos Passeggi
Original film language: Spanish with English sub-titles
Fimmakers country: Argentina.
Non-competition film
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'Miremire Aakha' (2013)Duration 12 '

Music Museum of Nepal welcomed its first party of blind students,
led by their blind teacher Mr Ramesh Subedi, from Laboratory
Secondary School, Kirtipur this year (2070 BS, 2013 AD). We were
so impressed by the careful and delicate way the students handled the
instruments, to discover their every detail, that we asked permission
to film this experiential visit. The result is a short but moving
documentary film named 'Mirmire Aakha' after the song that they
sang for us. We are very grateful to Mr Ramesh Subedi and his
students for allowing us to share their pleasurable learning
experience.
Music Culture: Nepali
Director: Nirajan Mainali
Cameraperson: Bijay Pariyar
Produced by: Music Museum of Nepal
Original film language: Nepali,
Filmmakers country: Nepal, Non-competition film
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'The Lure of the Murchungaa' (2013) Duration 42'

This short documentary film celebrates Music
Museum of Nepal's participation in The 1st World
Mouth Harp Festival at Arambol Beach, Goa, India
Feb 2013.
Five representatives of the museum (Ram Prasad
Kadel, Homenath Bhandari, Subhas Bista, Rajan
Kandel and Madhu Saran Shrestha) made the 3
day journey.
Both solo artists and ensembles, from varied
music cultures, took to the festival stage to share
their expertise and love of this instrument with a
very appreciative international audience, which
applauded and danced way into the night of each
day.
Mouth Harps of every shape and size where
brought to be played, shared and/or traded and
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the event proved to be a wonderful occasion for
inter and intra cultural exchange as more than
300 musicians, music trainers, instrument makers
and researchers, from 35 different countries
worldwide, took part.
The murchungaa was shown to be a highly
versatile instrument with a distinctive and
evocative sound that can harmonise with any
other musical instruments including the human
voice. It is easy to make, easy to play and easy to
carry but when its characteristic tones are added
to any musical piece the resultant change in
quality of sound is akin to adding salt or spice to
vegetables.
Music Culture: Nepali
Director: Ram Prasad Kadel
Cameraman & Editor: Homnath Bhandari
Produced by: Music Museum of Nepal
Original film Language: Nepali.
Filmmaker's country: Nepal

14.00 - 17.00

Concert and Award ceremony
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